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in others " sets the teeth on edge" while in others it causes
an increased flow of saliva.
189.  Nerves and centres have different degrees of excita-
bility.   The nerve-terminals in the skin are more sensitive
to impressions than those in the mucous membrane; those in
the alimentary canal are more sensitive than those in the
peritoneum; and all nerve-terminals are more sensitive than
nerve-trunks.   A touch on the surface of the larynx will
produce a cough, but the nerve-trunk itself may "be pinched
or galvanised without producing any such reflex.   More-
over, there is the difference of grouping.    If the skin of
the abdomen be tickled, there is a reflex on the adductor
and extensor muscles of the leg; but these movements are
reversed if the skin of the back be tickled.    Nor indeed are
these movements invariable in either case; the one series
will sometimes quite suddenly change to the other, if the
irritation is kept  up.    That one and the same stimulus
applied to the same spot should now excite this group and
now the other, shows that loth motor groups are affected,
and that the discharge takes place from the one which at the
time being is in the highest tension.   The alternation of ten-
sion explains rhythmical discharge.
'    THE LAW OF ARREST.
190.  The Law of Arrest is only another aspect of the Law
of Discharge, and may be regarded as the conflict of excita-
tions.   If a stranger enters the room where a woman lies in
labour, there will often be caused a sudden cessation of the
uterine contractions.*    Again, every one knows how the
breathing and the beating of the heart are arrested by the
idea of danger.   The. arrest is in each of the three cases only
temporary, because when the shock of the new stimulus has
caused its discharge (arrest), the peripheral irritation which
* Sir JAMES PAGET has an interesting collection of facts which illus-
trate this Law of Arrest, in his paper on " Stammering with other
Organs'than those of Speech," British Medical Journal, 1868, vol. ii.
p. 437, reprinted in his Clinical Lectures and Essays, 1875, p. 77.